








JERLING JR. HIGH RECEIVES MAKEOVER

Visitors to Jerling Jr. High (Orland Park) were pleasantly surprised when they arrived
for the first day of school on Aug.26. The school’s outside front entrance was remodeled
thanks to a donation from the Palos - Orland Conservation Committee (POCC). The
school was one of two (also, Palos South) chosen as a recipient of a grant for
landscaping supplies. Once selected as the winning school, Jerling science teacher Judy
Stellato created a contest among her students to design the layout. Students Grace
Brown, Ellyn Lynch and Laura Mossman combined ideas to create a final product

that incorporated stepping stones, an engraved bench, and a variety of native plants,
including cone flowers, evening primrose, spice bushes and black-eyed Susans. Dan
Biemacki of Ted’s Greenhouse helped the students select plants that were not only na-
tive to the region, but also matched the school colors red and gold.

“The species they chose are beautiful, and no more expensive than any other,” said
Dave Alm of the POCC. “Most people don’t see these species in regular gardens, but

now residents can see what our fields locked like long ago.”

The POCC wishes to thank the Jerling students and staff for their tireless work.

Pictured are (left to right, front row) Jerling student designers Laura Mossman, Ellen
Lynch and Grace Brown with teacher Judy Stellaio; (back row) POCC members Don
Anderson and David Alm, Dan Biernacki of Ted’s Greenhouse, and J erling’s
Assistant Principal Heather Conrad.  Thanks fo the Regional Newspaper
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Green (from page 1)

Funding from ComEd and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity has been
requested in the amount of $200,00 (each) for the first year expenditures. In addition, Orland submitted
plans to the U.S. Dept. of Energy detailing the four programs they hope will be cox:%pieted through
ECOMAP - using 1;§ funding. % IR

Programs include residential exterior siding insulation, as well as re-siding homes in designated areas of
the village. Village Government Buildings will be retrofitted with renewable energy technologies as will
schools, fire department,library, and|township buildings. Much of this plan is slated for new construction
in the village. The plan to interest builders of new commercial properties is through the use of incen-
tives, such as reduced building permjt fees.

From a story by Heather Warren in Orland Park Prairie

Grants to Help Orland Green Program

Orland Park is attempting to reduce their energy footprint by one half percent in the first year of the con-
servation program. One project under consideration is to convert 225 high pressure sodium streetlights to
more energy efficient LED (light emitting diode) lighting. A second project concerns installation of effi-
cient heating, air conditioning and ventilation equipment in the Orland Park Civic Center. Funding
would also be given to Sandburg High School for an energy audit and to the Sportsplex to implement
results from a previous energy audit.

~The federal block grants mentioned in the above story would provide for a Residential Rewards Program~ -

for siding and insulation. Car dealerships and businesses along LaGrange Road from Southwest
Highway to 167th street may benefit from the smart living program by receiving a share of funds
($50,000) to implement a Smart Energy Loan Program for energy improvements. State and ComEd
incentives have a fund - matching component of 70 percent for the village, so all of these monies may
not be entirely used, according to village planner Nectarios Pittos. Trustee James Dodge indicated that
most of the improvements mentioned seem to focus on electrical use, water and gas conservation and
alternative energy plans. Mayor Dan McLaughlin hoped these initiatives will increase awareness that the
village is striving to become a more environmentally friendly place to live. It will also encourage
residents, businesses, and housing developers to think green.

Under Smart Neighborhcod, a new pilot program, a green neighborhood in Orland Park could be
“L EEDS” (a certification process) certified to include green site planning, green engineering, and green
home design.

From a story in the Southtownstar by Gina Kenny

Smart living Highlights in Orland Park
SMART LIVING includes: Residential rewards, water bottle recycling, prairie Godmothers program.
SMART BUSINESS includes: Green homes, commercial buildings, awards for businesses.
SMART NEIGHBORHOOD includes: New construction, green homes, beautification program.
SMART VILLAGE includes: Water efficiency, electrical efficiency, open space and parks.
SMART CODES: Modernize codes, alternative construction methods, rain gardens, porous
pavement, bioswales, wind turbines, etc.
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