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Actor/Activist Ed Begley Jr.

Actor and activist Ed Begley Jr is coming to Pa-
los Park. The Palos-Orland Conservation
Committee has secured the appearance of Ed Be-
gley Jr. on September 15, 2007. He will be our
guest speaker at the Annual Chili Cook-Off and
serve as Grand Marshall at the parade. Mr. Be-
gley will be discussing ways we can help save our
environment.

When it comes to taking personal responsibility
for the environment, few individuals can match
the record of actor and activist Ed Begley Jr.
Known for turning up at Hollywood events on his
bicycle, he has served as chairman of the Envi-
ronmental Media Association and the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy. He serves on
the boards of organizations including the Thoreau
Institute, the Earth Communications Office, Tree
People and Friends of the Earth. His work has
earned awards from numerous environmental
groups including the California League of Con-
servation Voters, the Natural Resources Defense
Council, the Coalition for Clean Air, Heal the
Bay, the Santa Monica Baykeeper and the South-
ern California Gas Company. Currently, he is the
co-star of the hit HGTV series Living with Ed, a
look at the day-to-day realities of “living green”
with his not-so-environmentalist wife Rachelle
Carson. The series is cuirently in production on
its 2" season.

Inspired by the works of his Academy Award-
winning father, Begley became an actor. He first
came to audiences’ attention for his portrayal of
Dr. Victor Ehrlich on the long-running hit televi-
sion series $4. Elsewhere, for which he received
six Emmy nominations. Since then, Begley has
moved easily between feature films, television
and theatre projects
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Begley believes that as environmental issues
become more pressing, there are two possible
responses: 1) forget it and hope that government
and corporations will figure it out or 2) take ac-
tion yourself. At the Cook-Off he will discuss
how each of us can help.

A writer assigned to interview him commented,
“...I thought I was going to get a real preaching
to. Some high and mighty, fire and brimstone-
type speech about how to clean up my filthy act.
A hippie lecture. But no, Ed was cool. As a
matter of fact, he didn’t try to convert me at all.
He’s just into doing his own thing...”

Some of Begley’s accomplishments include :
Batman Forever (The movie), The West Wing,
The Practice, Boston Legal, CSI Miami, and
Veronica Mars.
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